
The Burning of the Pepin Hotel and Bar 

It was 5:08 a.m. on the morning of June 9, 1984, when the blaze began. The Pepin 
Hotel and Bar, overlooking Lake Pepin, had been  owned by Ralph and Mary 
Wallin for over 13 years. Every Friday they prepared for their big fish fry, in their 
newly remodeled kitchen. Right before the fire, they had just laid new cement in 
the front, re-sidedthe building, installed new windows and a new bar. The 
business was growing toward a summer climax. One of the most important 
reasons for the use of this building was for the newly added upstairs room, which 
served the community for large group gatherings. Some of the gatherings 
included: class reunions, anniversaries, wedding receptions, and birthday parties. 
Adjacent to the Pepin Marina, the building served hundreds of boaters. This was 
the only building in Pepin that was fit for this kind of use. The structure was over 
100 years old.  

Three people, all escaping injury, 
were in the hotel when the blaze 
started. Gerold "Buck" Hovde and 
two roomates rented an apartment 
above the hotel and bar. Without 
the roomers, Hovde might not have 
awakened. The two roomers 
attempted to snuff the fire with an 
extinguisher, but it was already 
beyond control. Hovde, who helped 
small businesses with their income taxes, left behind all of his possessions for the 
fire. He survived and is alive today, 
still living in Pepin.  

It is believed that the fire started 
as a result of something in the 
garbage outside, such as ashes 
fromcigarettes.As a result of this 
fire, there was no place for 
anymore large group meetings, 
not to mention the destruction of 
an expensive, memorable building. The Pepin's Sportsman Club built a place 
where large groups can gather. 



Now that Ralph and Mary were left with nothing, they had to start all over again. 
They bought a new bar that was called Arnies. Ralph's Bar is not nearly as nice or 
spacious enough to hold large parties, but they still have fish fries. The land where 
the fire occurred remained vacant for over ten years. They just recently built a 
new house on this land. 

  
 
 

We obtained this information from the Durand Courier Wedge and an interview 
with Donna Andrews, a local resident at the time. 

Stacy Serum, Jennifer Baurichter, and Jenny Hoyt created this page March 19, 
1999. Thank you and have a nice day! 
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